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Dear People of Garber Church, 
 
I consider it an honor and privilege to serve as the new Director of Student 
Ministries at Garber UMC. I arrived four weeks ago, and it has been a pleasure 
to start getting acquainted with you all. I feel fortunate to have started with a 
few weeks remaining in the school year, so that I could meet the youth and 
participate in some FUEL meetings before the program ends for the summer. In 
my short time here, I can see that Garber has a wonderful group of youth, and I 
look forward to working with them. I’m also very grateful for the many adult 
volunteers in the FUEL program who have been so helpful to me as I become 
acclimated. It’s clear that the adults of our church care deeply for the youth 
and see them as a vital part of our life together. 
 
My family and I have begun to settle into our new home and our new life in 
New Bern. We are so thankful for the incredibly warm welcome and hospitality 
that you all have shown us as we made the move from Massachusetts. This is a 
wonderful place to live. God has blessed us with a great church and a great 
town. We are enjoying our morning walks through Trent Woods with the kids, 
the historic sights of downtown, the close proximity of new friends, the 
numerous local restaurants, and the rivers all around us. We are especially 
enjoying the water; in fact, we made it to the beach three times this past 
week!  
 
Just to give you a little background on my family—my wife, Jacqueline, and I 
have been married for 3½ years. We have a 2-year-old son, Noah, and a 1-year-
old daughter, Emerson (Emmie). I grew up in Wisconsin, and Jacqueline grew 
up in Virginia, but we met in graduate school at Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary in S. Hamilton, MA. I completed a master of divinity degree; 
Jacqueline studied mental health counseling and subsequently worked as a 
counselor for people struggling with drug addiction. Ever since we got married, 
we wanted to move to the south and live near the ocean. We are so thankful 
that God not only blessed us in that regard but also provided a Godly church in 
which we can serve. 
 
There are a couple major youth related events on the schedule for this 
summer. Kingsfest will be from June 25-28. The ASP trip will be July 19-25. 
There are other events that I will be putting in the weekly announcements as 
we get into the summer, e.g. a beach party, a Durham Bulls game, sharing 
meals together, and more. I’m so excited for the summer and what God will do 
in and through the youth ministry at Garber Church. Thank you for all your 
love, prayers, and support. 
 
 
In Christ,  

 
Drew 

 
Drew Demarest 
Director of Student Ministries 
 
                                                      




